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Listing of C laims 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
ihe subject application: 

Claims 1-54 (canceled) 

55. (new) A method for monitoring performance of an image forming apparatus, said 
method comprising: 

(a) continuously monitoring use of an image memory of the image forming appar^itus, 
and calculaiing a memory usage rate of the image forming apparatus, wherein tlie memory usage 
rate is a percentage of a time period that a percentage of the image memory in u5e during said 
lime period is within a corresponding predetermined range of percentages; 

(b) storing perfonnance measurement data corresponding lo said memory usage rate 
calculated in (a); 

(c) receiving a request for data transmission from a central data processing apparatus and 
in response to said request, reading said measurement data stored in (b) relating to said memory 
usage rate; i:iiid 

(d) u-ansferring said data read in (c) to said central data processing apparatus. 

56. (new) The metliod of claim 55, wherein said image fonning apparatus is connected 
to said central data processing apparatus via a telephone line network. 

57. (new) The method of claim 55 » wherein said image forming apparatus and 5?aid 
cenn-al daia processing apparatus perform communications operations in accordance with a group 
3 facsimile protocol. 
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58. (new) A method for rnonitoriiifi performance of an image forming apparatus, said 
method comprisine: 

(a) moniiorine each image forming fiinction of the image forming apparatus, and 
maimaining a corresponding couni of a number of times that the image fomiing function of ihe 
image forming apparatus has been used; 

(b) storing perforaiance measurement data corresponding to said flinction usage counts 

maintained in (a); 

(c) receiving a request for data transmission from a centi'al data processing apparatus and 
in response lo said request, reading said measurement data stored in (b) relating to said function 
lusage counts; and 

(d) transferring said measurement data read in (c) to said cenu-ai data processing 
apparatus. 

59. (new) The method of claim 58, wherein said image forming apparatus is comiected 
10 said central data processing appm-atus via a telephone line network. 

60. (new) The method of claim 58, wherein said image forming apparatus and said 
central data processing apparatus perform communications operations in accordance with a group 
3 facsimile protocol. 

6!. (new) A method for momioring pertbrmance of an image fonning apparatus, said 
method comprising: 

(a) measuring for each predetermined period of time a number of times that facsimile 
communicEiiions have been performed by tlie image fonning apparatus during said predetermined 
period of lime; 
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(b) storing performance measiirement data corresponding to said number of limes thai 
facsimile communications have been performed, measured in (a); 

(c) receiving a reqtiesi for data transmission from a central data processing apparauis and 
in response lo said request, reading said measurement data stored in (b) relating to said number 
of times thai facsimile communications have been performed; and 

(d) transferring said data read in (c) lo said cenn-al data processing apparatus, 

62. (nev/) The method of claim 61, wherein said image forming apparatus is connected 
to said cenual data processing apparatus via a telephone line network, 

63. (new) A method for monitoring performance of m image forming apparatus, said 
method comprising: 

(a) monitoring line vacancy of the image formin^j appara.tus and measuring an amount of 
rime oF line vacancy; 

(b) storing performance measurement data conesponding to $aid amount of lime of line 
vacancy measured in (a); 

(c) receiving a request for data u-ansmission from a central data processing apparatus and 
in response lo said request, reading said measurement data stored in (b) relating to said amount of 
lime of line vacancy; and 

(d) transferring said data read in (c) to said cenu-al data processing apparatus, 

64. (new) The method of claim 63, wherein said image forming apparatus is connected 
10 said central data processing app£iratus via a telephone line network. 
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